lllinois Meth Project expands
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Newton, Ill. - The lllinois Meth Project today (January 5) unveiled new advertisements to prevent first-time
methamphetamine use among teens in the Springfield, Decatur and Champaign regions. The four
television, seven radio, and three billboard ads will launch immediately and will reach a minimum of 70%
of teens four times per week.

Simultaneously, the Illinois Meth Project announced the expansion of its program into nine southeastern
lllinois counties heavily affected by the Meth epidemic including Clark, Crawford, Edwards, Jasper,
Lawrence, Richland, Wabash, Wayne and White counties. U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) secured
$200,000 in federal funding in fiscal year 2008 to give the lllinois Sheriff's Association resources to
support this expansion into southeastern lllinois. The lllinois Meth Project secured additional private
funding. Previously, Durbin secured $180,000 in fiscal year 2006 to help kick off a meth prevention
campaign in central and southern lllinois.

“Thanks to the combined efforts of federal, state and local officials, as well as community and private
sector organizations like the lllinois Meth Project, we've made significant progress in the fight against
methamphetamine in downstate lllinois,” said Senator Durbin. “By bringing the Meth Project’s prevention
campaign to a wider audience, we can continue to raise awareness about the dangers of Meth use and,
ultimately, save lives.”

The lllinois Meth Project is a large-scale prevention program aimed at significantly reducing first-time
Meth use through public service messaging, public policy and community outreach. At the heart of the
campaign are advertisements that show teens the devastating impact that Meth can have on the friends
and family of users, and encourage them to never try Meth-"Not Even Once.” The campaign launched in
lllinois on February 11, 2008, and is based on the Montana Meth Project, which has contributed to a 45%
reduction in teen Meth use and a 72% decrease in adult Meth use in that state.



